2 PET \Nbres. 1.5. orrorans omer 25X14 
~ Approved For or Releaea VOD 02 4 GHA-RD RS 2-00457R0074004 


IMEOEMAAT! ‘GN REPORT cp xo. 


COUNTRY Lebanon spare pigyR. SO APR 52 


SUBJECT Financing of Somumist Candidates NO. OF PAGES 2 
in National Elections 


PLACE F NO. OF ENCLS. 

ACQUIRED 25X1A af tak dere cern 
Uys 

DATE OF APR atl SUPPLEMENT TO 

INFO. hE aR _ 25X1X REPORT NO. 


Bince 16 March the Beirut Regional Committee of the 
Communist Party has been raining money to finence comumist-supported 
eandidates in the national elections by selline subscription tickets 

at one Lebanese pound cach, The tickets state that the candidates 
represent the "Popular Democratic Front."*x* Fitteen thousand tickets 

have been printed ~ exough to cover the five thousand pound desosits of the 
three comnunist~backed candidates,*** Mustafa al-"’Aris, Antun Tabi, and 
Krikor Khacherian,**** , 


ae rereenra the campaign photographs of al-‘Aris, which describe 


hin as “the eandidats of the workers and people’s croups,. were printed. 
at the al-Najjeh Press in Beirut and were paid for by Viktor Nikulin 
of the Soviet Lecation, 


25X1X Be a meeting of Conmmista 
was held on the evening of 17 March in Tripoli at the home of a Khara’ki 
whese first nome the informant did mot knows The chief subject under 
discussion at the meeting nas the forthcoming national electicn. ‘The 
following were among those present at the meeting: Mustafa ale‘Ariz, 


Yusuf aleHilu, Antun Tebit, George Sarkis, and a Jubran Aldcawi, 
25X1X 4, 


a cut diamond said toa he worth shouts 
tares thousand Lebanese pounds was displayed at the meeting, The dianond 
wis in the possession af George Sarkis, who said that it had been received 
Peom the Israeli Commmist Party to assist the Lebanese Commmist Party 

in the coming elections.***** 


Ae ase EN 


do so as jnaependen:s esandicates, as the Commumist Party is officially 
outlawed in Lebanon. Each candidete must post an election bond of 
five thousand Lebariese pourds, which is returned if the candidate 
receives a certain minim number of votes, If he dees not rece:va 
enough votes, the bond is forfeited. 


| 251A aa eee ca If? any commmist eandidetes file for election, they must 
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ve One 

seme fhe report that the Comaunist rarty is 
backing three candidates contradicts an earlier report aT 25X1A 
which stated that Mustafa al-'Aria would be the sole candidate 
vecoiving thé support of the Party. The more recent ennouncemeat 
thet a warrant had been issued for the arrest of al-‘'Aris has 
given rise to thé belie’ that his neme will be witharam and 
cee, Sea’ aledin Mum‘, & ‘ 

25x tk of Sa°d al-3}in Muminah substituted. 
3 eee 
Erikor Khacherien was cstensibly a neutral, indepoendert 
Armenian candidate, but was actually e member of the leftist 
Finchak Party. 
25X1A 
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cut diamonds are being amuggied inte Lebanon from 1sraail in 
imereasing numberso 
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